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Robulina nodosa Reuss, 1863 (currently Lenticulina nodosa ; 
Foraminiferida): proposed retention of neotype despite rediscovery of 
syntypes 
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Pockelsstrasse 4, D-38106 Braunschweig, Germany 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is to retain as the name-bearing type the 
neotype designated by Bartenstein (1974) of the Cretaceous foraminifer Lenticulina 
nodosa (Reuss, 1863) despite the rediscovery of Reuss 's collection. 



1. In 1863 Reuss described a large number of foraminifera from the Cretaceous of 
North Germany including Robulina nodosa (p. 78, pi. 9, fig. 6). The Reuss collection 
was believed to have been lost and Bartenstein (1974, p. 540, pi. 1, fig. 1) designated 
and figured a neotype of Lenticulina nodosa (Reuss) from the basal Lower 
Hauterivian, N.W. Berklingen (Asse), the type locality of Reuss; it is registered as 
C 30169 in the Naturhistorisches Museum, Basle. 

2. The rediscovery of the Reuss collection was announced by Papp, Rogl & 
Schmid (1977), although the catalogue is still missing. We (Meyn & Vespermann, 
1989) examined this collection in the Naturhistorisches Museum in Vienna and 
identified the syntypes of Robulina nodosa. We (Meyn & Vespermann, 1993) are 
redescribing the syntypes but do not propose a lectotype because all the syntypes are 
damaged and none shows the aperture or a complete final chamber. The neotype is 
conspecific with, and better preserved than, any of the syntypes. 

3. Article 75h of the Code states that ‘if, after the designation of a neotype, the ... 
syntypes of the nominal species-group taxon are found still to exist, the case is to be 
referred to the Commission to rule whether the neotype is or is not to be retained as 
the name-bearing type’. We recommend that the neotype of Robulina nodosa should 
be retained as the name-bearing type. 

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to confirm as the name-bearing type for Robulina nodosa Reuss, 1863 the 
neotype designated by Bartenstein (1974); 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name nodosa 
Reuss, 1863, as published in the binomen Robulina nodosa and as defined by 
the neotype designated by Bartenstein (1974). 
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